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EDUCATIONAL AND OCCRATJONAL ORIENTATIONS OF

YOUNG HISPANIC WOMEN Lti "THE BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS, AREA

Dr; ;Jaime 'Chahip

Introduction. ,

The purpose of'this study explore, in a limited way, the

widely held belief that Hispanic.femiles are di'fferent from the domi-

nant'culture in relation to eduCational and Occupational aspirations.

The'educational and occupational attainmentof,Hispanics is a problem
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whose magnitude needs to be explored in ordeii to inform educators and

social policly makers of the changing needs bf this population.

s In the United States, eduCation.has been used as a stepping stone

to more desirable occupations, higher income and acceptance by society.

Yet, the role that Hispanic females haye played in this endeavor has

been very minimal. In March, 1975, the median income for ap Hispanic

female was $2,682 and $6,154 for males. Furthermore, one-third of the

Hispanic men and three4ourths of the HispaniC flomen had an income of .

less than $5,000. Thus, it is obvious that the majority of the Hispanics

were working in the lower paying bccupations. .

qlr I

The aforementioned statistics are just as acute in the Rio Grande

Valley and, in manY cases, worse. . The educational attainment of per-

NI sons twenty-five (25) years and older is 5.8% for Hispanics. Accdrding

3
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to the Texas Employment Commission report of.1980, 60% of the families

' in the Rio Grande Valley are'in the povertY level, and the Hispanics

represent 90% of the poverty itricken.citizenry., Furthermore, according



to the Federal Register (June 2, 1977), the mljority of the high schools

in the Valley have high concentrat?ons of stUdents from low income

families. . I

4

Pertinent Literature'

r ,

. A review of the peetinent literature reveals that there is a very

linitedesearch indicating status projections of Hispanic youth. Sod':

of the r levant studies include Arturo de Hoyos, 5ene Gugrra, Rumaido

Juarez, Moises Venegas and,Jaime Chah'in, Alf of the data for these:

studies was collected allong the Rio Grande, from Brownslle to El Paso,

2
ex5ept the de Hoyos study, whi4 ch wis conducted in lansing, Michigan.

In'1959, Irene Guerra found that, regardl ess of socio-economic

status, Hispanic-youth,n Laredo, Texas, (had high educational and occupa-
.

tioal aspirations. She also found that pieents oftilese.youth had simi-

lar go41s for theirchildren:

In 1961, Arturo de Hoyos conducted 0 study in Lansing, Michigan, of

; Hispanic youth. His data indicated that 50% of the Hispanic youth.parti-

ciping in the studx wanted to attend an institution of higher education.

Rimialdo Juarez, in 1968, conduoted a,study,in the io Grande Valley

and found that, regardless of sex Or socio-economic sta Us, Hispanic

youth desired and ekpected to obtain 'high level professional occupations_.

In 1973, Venegas conducted a study of El Paso high school students,
,

and analYged his data in terms of ethnici ty, sex, grade level and type

of school program in wfiich they enrolled. His fihdingsindicated that

students in all grciiips, regardless of ethnicity, sex, grade level or

schodl programs had high aspirations and expectations for education and

occupation.

,
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in 1977, Jaime Chahin conducted a ttudy'in Eagle Pass, Texas, and. .

analyzed his'data in terms of ethnicity, sex, migrant status and type

p of school programs in which they erirolled: The f4ndtnbs indicated that,

regardless of sex or socio-economic status, Hispanic youtb have high

educational'and occupational aspirations.

Even though the research pertinent to the status aspirations and

expectation of Hispanics is liMited, the findings suggest a trend of

Upward mobility projections. Also, the findings clearly convey that

Hispanic youth want the same high levels of achieved ,status as,do other
I., c,"

%groups of American ypung peo'ple. They are interested in college technical

. 4

)training, prestige jobs, employment security, plus all other oppbrtunities

that are availabie it-pour society.

S
The limited literatur, however, has specifically addrelsed the

- /

career and occupational orientations of Hispanic women. Thus+ it is
,

imperative that wejnvestigate Robert Merion's "success ethnic" that has

been,inculcated by mos\t youth of all social classes and, as a consequence,

...

they-matntain high level success goals, i.e., occupational add educational

aspirations. Merton further maintains that having high aspirations is

not pique to one group in society, but is a universal pattern that cuts

across class and ethnic distinctiods,

Descr iption of Sample Population
s

In order 4 o adequately identify the educational and-occupational

4sPirations and expectationsiof Hispanic females, a 'survey of all senior
.

females was conducted in all.of the local high schools in Brownsville,

Texas. A total of 853 surveys were disseminated and 727 (85%) were .

3 -



completed. Of the total numberof respondents, 87% were ofetHiipaniC

:origin (Table LII).4 The majority of the respondents (79%) were between

the ages of seventeen.(17) and efghteen (18)(Table I).

'= Sixty-five per cent (65%) of the respondents in the sample indi-

UNIE ;
cated they were im a college preparatory curriqtilUm'(Table_XIV). The

*

rema4ning balance wereenrolled in vocational.or other programs.

Family socio-ecenomisst2tus,was determined on the basis of the

'preseneoccupation of the family's major money eafter. As expected,

over 50% of the respondents were in predominately low socio-economic

levels (Table XXIV)..

Respondents were also asked, "Have you dver.migrated to perform

farm work?" Less than half of the respondents (38%) indicated they were
4

involved at one time or other in performing migrant work (Table XXVI).
,

The survey instrument is a questionnaire that provides fixed-choice

siimulus questions to elicit responses which i9dicatte educational and

occupational aspirations and expectations, Aspirations hive been de-

'fineO as desires of the individual; expectations have beendefined as-

the 'levels that the respondent really expects to attain. When dif-

ferences exist, this.is ref4rred to as.anticipatory goal deflection.

The occupational aspirations and expectations questions ire open-
,

ended and then coded according to i modified census classification of

ggcupations Which"represents a hierarchy of occupations based upon

rrestige and income. This was done to facilitate i uniform grouping

of occupations 1ispd by the'respondent's inventories.

- 4
4

4.
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The categories used were:

:Occupational Levels

High

Intermediate

L6w

4./ 4

:Type

1. High Professional (doctor, lawyer,
scientist, architect)

2. Low Professional (teacher, registered

nurse)

Glamobr*(profesiional ball, pop singer)

4. Managerial (executive management)

5. Draftsman

6. Farmer,(own \a ranch)

7. Skilled Worker (carpenter, foreman,
auto mechanic)

8. Clerical and sales (typist, secretary,
salesman)

e

9. Operative (bus driver, maChine operator)

10. Laborer and unskilled worker (waitress,
farm worker)

11. Housewife

In terms of occupational aspirations, over 70% of ttie respondents .

(Table IV) expected to attain relatively high status occupatjons. The

teaching profession and protective services.reflected the highest number

of reiponses. Furthermore, over 80% of the respondents (Table,V) were

very certain of their career choices. It should be pointed out that

4

teachers and protective services personnel are influential role models

in the everyday activities of students and familtes.

. The majority of the,respondents are aware of the factors that.can

affect the opportunity to getxa job. Over 50%'of the respondents identi-

fied money as having some effect on their job opportunities. On the..

other hand, Over 50% of the respondents have the support of their

- 5 -



parents and are willing to relocate for employment. Over 50%'of the

respondents identifted the scarcity of jobs and lack of opportunities as

the primary obstacles in getting a job (Table VI).

--Over 70% of the respondents were found to consider steady employ-

ment, money, opportunity, 6 help others, independence and leadership as

important things that need to be considered in picking a job (Table

VII).. Furthermore,,education and getting a job were designated by the

'respondents as important life goals (Table VIII). Their orientation

reflects an awareness of the need for education and steady employment.

1

Analysis of educational aspirations and expectations indicated that

. oven 60% of the respondents aspire and expect to aéhieye.sOme type of

post-secendary education (Tables IX, X). Two-year and four-year institd-
. .

tionf were clearly identified in their gducational goals. Perhaps one

explanation is that the respondents are aware of the institution in

their community: Texas Southmost College and Pan American University.

\ Thus, respondents' aspirations and expectations are very congrueat. Over
leit

80% pf the respondents are very certain of their Educational Expecte-

. tiohi (Table XI).

.6/

It is interesting to hote that the respondents r:anked.their parents

and personal job experience as the most helpful in deciding for a job.

This is yery interesting because the'majority qf.the parents have a loW

level of education, yet'have very much influence on their daughters.

Teachers and counselors were.also ranked high (Table XII). Job experi-
.

ence was considered important, yet there are 'Hated opportunities avail-

able for students in this area;

6 -
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The schools should continuously assess their relationship with

'parents and the business community in order to maintain close communica-

don. lines.
/ - 4

Over 80% of the respondents are considering attending college,(.

(Table gm). The respondents also indicated that they plan.to finance

their education by working and with assistance froa their-parents (Table

XVIII): As much information as possible Ticerning financial aid should

be provided to students, so that they can beopme aware of the different

finincial aid programs avdilable for post-secondary education.

As far as family characteristics, over 70% of th% respondents came

from families of four or more children (Table XX). Over 50% of,tHa,iSarents

were employed either full time or part time. Xhigh incidence of unemploy-

merit perhaps reflects their)ack of formal training and skills (Table XXIII)" s

Sixty-two per cent (62%) of the househOlds were bilingual with English and

Spanish.spoken at home (Table XXI). rurthermore, over 50% of the parents
I

have less than a high school education.which-is reflected on the occupations

Of tfie main bread winners. -

Over 30fof the respondents are interested in attending a/two-year

junior college.or technical school; others are interested in state uni-

versities and private colleges (Table XV). Over .50% of the respondenti

are interested in commuting on a daily basis to college (Table VXI). The

majority of tie respondents are.not interested in joibi'ng the military.

The survey has coffirmated thAt Hispanic females are succe*s

oriented: Moreover, ,the majority of the -respondents indicated that their

pa'rents were the Most influential people.in helping to determine their
e,
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v,occupation. Although this survey does no provide the necessary data to

) substantiate exactly how their parents feel about their chil-dren, there
4.

,is reason to bel'ieve thafthey would positively endorse the high goals

pf their children. Even though some parents will be able to provide

financial.support to their children, fhe extent to which 'youth with

parents from lpw,socio-economic levels can receive support from their

. parents is highly questionable. First, the majority of the occupations

of the heads of household are in unskilled labor, which does not generate \

enough family financial resources. Furthermore, more than 54 of the 2/

families in the sample came from families composed of five or more ,
(= --

Children. Secondly, very Ah.of the parents have any hYgh school 'or
410

college education experiencee thus, they are not familiar with the newl..

i

expenses their children will encounter in Agher educatton. Therefore,

)r
parents are at a disadvantage.in helping prepare their children for

post-secondary education. Thus, i'f there are students who do not reach

'their goals, it is not necessarily because they ladic motivation and
; . .

deeilre, but it may be due to the lack Of opportunittes, finances and
.),

educational insiitutiOns that do not provide for their needs..

Recommendations

QI/J/ite explicitly, this survey-further substantiates the fact that

regardless of sex, Hispanics have high educational and occupational

*orientations. Furthermore, Hispanic femalei are strongly committed to

tSeir goals; however, the realization ofc.the.orientations of the.youth

will be hi,ghlrinfluenced by the educational and vocational resources

that are made available to them.



.r

First, it is 'imperative that schOo design career education programs

that adhere to the needs of the students. .Career education programsrin
401...-

high school should be part of he curr4Olum throughout the Hispanic

female's higli school.education.. This will'provide the student with a

better understanding of what is expected of workers, what occupations

exist, and what educational and occupational paths lead to a particular

career goal. This will also allow individual gtudents to discover iheir

interest, attitudes and values toward certain careers.

Counselors should continuously providerinformation concerning post-

secondary educaiion, since respondents do not seem to he aware f all the

financial aid resOurces available for them: Even though a high percentage

Of the respondents indicated that they were enrolled in the college pre-

paratory curriculuM, counselors should continuously review their course

loads to ascertain that they.are indeed nrolled in college preparatory(

courses and not just meeting the minimum requirements. It is imperative

that counselors explore all the possible alternatives before determining

the program that adequately serves the needs of the individual. High

school counselors shquld work very closely with colleges in order to '

have access to information concerning financial aid, admission2, programs,

etd..

Furthermore, thereis a dire need to.get parents involved.with youth

in thinking through life plans,'dareer linesgand educational needs. Con-
,- r

sidering.the 16w level of education of the parents, a parental involve-

ment program shouid be designed so that parents themselves can be informed

I and educated inan on-going basis and thuds be able io help their daughters

more. In undertaking the aforementioned role, parentS will support the

9
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school system's goals while working constructively to improve the develop-

ment of the school programs.
44

.Educational and governmental policy makers concerned with the educa-
,-

tiona 3 plight of Hispanic women should carefully check their operatimg

atsumptpns about what Hispanic females want or need. A continuous evalu-

ation of present programs and assessments of forthcoming needs sbould be

.conducted at the local, state and federal/level. This would provide
O .

legislators and policy makeis with a more realistic appraisal of needs

which, fn turn, will create a more effective procaurefor the develoAtnt

of programs and-the approprialTOnOf funds. in this manner, existing

: resources can be used to develop more adequate prOgrams that will better

equalize the educational opportunities of Hispanic woMen in isolated

communities in.the Southwest..

The cooperative efforts of s,chool administrators, parents, program

planners and egiilators,witl be needed in order to meet the educational

plight of HispAicr-fewalts. 'It is evident that Hispa?lic females have tht

d

7
ire and the motivation for high educationki, and occupational attain-

m

owl

ent, but*iflis up to society'and its educational institutions to promote

oppoAunities and learnin9 experiences that will help fulfill those desires.

-,10 -
, fl*
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DESCRIPTJVE TABLES.

a
TABEE I '

Age of Re.spondents,

N

13 0 0
14 0
15 4 1

16 . 150 20
17 371 51

18 160 22
19 .

20
a

35 5
1

.'"TOTAL 727 100

TABLE II

Marriage Aspirations

Yes

No

Already Mar:ried

TOTAL .

wags.

N

.718

7'
2

727

90

100

TABLE III J

Ethnicity (It Respondents

ft

Hispanic 630 87
White t5 13
Black 1 0

TOML 727- 100

I .\, - ....
4.
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TABLE IV

Nu4er of Respondents Classified into Actual

Cattgories for Occupational AspiratIons

Occupational
Categories L.

Skilled Worker 25 3

Military 0 0

Management 40 6

farmer .
2 1

Salesman 0 60 8

Clerical
Protective Services

60

165
1

8

23

Physiciari 80 11

Teacher4
7-

220 30

Draftsmin 16 2

Glamour 0 s' 59 8

TOTAL 727 100

TABLE V

How Certain are Respondents Concerning

the Job They Want to-Have

Response

Very Certain
Certain

-41

200

224

212Not Very Certain
Uncertain 75

Very.Certaln 16

TOTAL 727

28

31

29

10 -.

2

100

TABLE.In

Things That Will Affect Reipondents

from-Getting Jobs

Very Much
N %

Much
N %

Some

N -1

Not at All

N %.

Not Enough.Money 47 7 108.16 310 16 210 31

Lack of Parents Interest 68 10 57 8 100 15 449 67 .

'Don't Want to Move 54 8, 73 11 174 26 365 \55
Scarce Jobs 78 % 12 132 20 257 39.: % 198 N-110

Lack of Opportunities 102 14 154 22 . 243435 200 29,

No Technical School or College 43 6 51 8 165 25 401 61

.Not Smarttough 23 3 57 9 251 37 340 51



I

Y

. TABLE VII

Importance of the Foll9Wing Things

In Picking a Job

Very.

Important Important

N .%

Not'Very
Important

N %

Not at 'all

Important
N

Op6Ortunfty to Make Money 78 17 258 57 93 20 28 6

Chancd 'to Help Other People 357 50 278 38 72 10 13 2

Chance to Become an Important
Person 250 35 261 37 156 22 44

Steady Employment

Oppoittunity to be Your Own

336 48 251 35 71 , 10 " 48

*6

7

N Boss 279 40 214 . . 31 160 23 41 6

Chance for Excitement 265 39 237, 35 132 19 51 7

\

"sc
TABLE VIII

Valuation of Life Ends.

ResponsA

Free Time
Develop Mind
Earn Money
Getting a Job
Living in Best Place
Material Things
Marriage,and Family

k
.71

80 8

248 26

124 13

227 23

95 10

97 10

99 10

Ar` TALE IX

Educational Aspirations .

Responses

Quito6chool 2 0'

Complete High School 83 11

Graduate Technical or Terminal Progrim 71 10

Graduate Junior College 61 8

GradUate from University 321 4(Th

Additional Stud4es' 199 27 .



iABLE X

Educational Expectations J..

Responses,

Quit School 0 __

Complete High School 56 Ct

Graduate Terminal or Technical PrdgraM f 44 6'
.Graduate Junior College 158 22

Graduate University 285 39

Additional Studies . 184 25,

727 100TOTAL
Ok--

TABLE XI

Certainty of Educational Expectations

N.Responses

Very Certain 260 36

Cer6in 330 45

Not Very Certain 121 17

Uncertain 10 1

Very Uncertain 6 1

TOTAL 727 100 ,

TABLE XII
1

, How Helpful Have Each of the Following People'

and Things been in DeCiding on a Job

Source of Help No Help

(Number of.Frequencies)

Little Help __Some Help Very Helpful

#
-

Parents 4 1% 10 1% 440 6% 673 92%
Friends 300 41% 200 28% 122 17% 105 14%

Counselor 100 12% 227 28% 150 18% 350 42%

- Teacher 69 9% 120 17% 210 29% 328 45%

Relatives 229, 30% 100 14% 160 22% 250 34%

Media '1250. 34% 167 /23% 130 18% 180 25%.

Occupational Handbooks (122 17% 155 21% 200 28% 250 34%1

Personal Job ixperience 101 12% 176 21% '150 18% 400 49%

15



TABLE XIII

st.
Military Interest

14 Classification
a

N1

Yes. 50

Not Sure 911

No 579,

TOTAL 727

7

13

80

, 100

TABLE XIV

Distribution of Respondents in School Progrgms

School Program

Coll* Preparatory
Vocational

Other

-TOTN.

11.

N

471

202

54

727

65

28
7

100

TABLE XV

Type of College They,Would Attend

T}rpe, of College N

Technical Vocational School 134 18

Community/Junior College . - 151 21

Small Private College ,. 68 9

A Large Private University 50 7

A Small State University .186 26

A Large State University A 19
.

. ,

TOTAL 727 100

TABLE XVI

Where They Would Atte d College

Location N

As Close tojome as Possible 226 _

Within Daily Traveling Distance 299

Somewhere Else in TeXas 4.155

Out-of-State

TOTAL 427

32

41

21

6

100.,
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TABLE XVII
5

College Attendance

Full Time
Part Time
Once In A While
Don't Know

TABLE xvin

Financinmf College Education

How Financed

Workjng, While in School 257 35

Summer Job 160 22

Pirents Assistance 205 28

Loan 86 -12

Scholarship 10 I

Already Have Money 2 1

Other 7 .1
,

TOTAL 727 100

4. 1

TABLE XIX

Siblings Location in Family

.Sibling of Respondents %

Youngest Child 161 22

Oldest Child a 191 26

Neither Youngest nor Oldest 353 49

, Only Child 22' .
3

'TOTAL 727 100



TABLE XX'

Number of Children-in Family

NumSer of Children

1

2.

3

4

5

.6

TOTAL

27
78

111

142
-103
266

. 4

14

20

14
37

(727 '100

TABLE XXI

Language Spoken'at Home

LangpAge Spoken

None 10 .1

English and Spanish 451 62

Only Spanish ,. '44-* 30

Only.English 51 7

TOTAL 727
C.

TABLE XXII

'Higher Edudation Achieved by Parents

None'
/---
,

Grade 1-7

Eighth Grade
Some High School
High School Graduate
Vocational School
Some College ('

College Graduate
Don't Know

TOTAL

Father Mother
-%

.39 5 . 40 6

271 37 259 36

36 5 47
.-v

6

gT 13' 98 , 13

88 12 .105
5

51

1

7

29

52 - .

:

'

118 16 , 80 11.
28 4 1/ .... .2

°727 100 .727 100-
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TABLE XXIII

Employment of Parents

Employed-
Father Mother

YesrFull Time 372 51 250

Yes-Part Time 120 17 145

Unemployed 150 20 245

Donq Know 85 12 87,

TOTAL 4( 727 100 727

34

20

34

12

100

TABLE XXIV

Main Bread Winner Jobs

Job %

1Physician
Teacher 30 4

Farmer 10 1

Mariagement 23 3

Draftsman 1

Skilled 135 19

Operative 45 6

Salesman 50 7

Clerdcal 60 8

Social Work .15 2

Farm LabOr 200 27

Unempl,opAd 150 21

TOTAL 727 100

TABLE XXV

Major Money. Earner

Responses'

Father
Mother
Brother or Sister
Other

TOTAL

300 .

.225

, 125

77

727 100

TABLE XXVI

Migrabt Status

Does Not Apply
Never Migrated

359

98
Used to Migrate 85

Yes-Migrates 185

49

13

12'

26

4 19
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